DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 5th September 2011 at 5.30pm at Browfort, Devizes
Present: Roger Chadwick (Chairman), Cllr Anthony Adamson (Bishops Cannings PC), Cllr Peter Allfrey (Rowde PC), Michael Braund (PHAB), Cllr Liz Bryant (Wiltshire Councillor), Cllr Chris Callow (Devizes TC; Roundway PC; Chair, DCAP Countryside & Land-based), Stephanie Davis (Extended Schools Co-ordinator), Andrew Jack (Wiltshire Council), Cllr Laura Mayes (Wiltshire Councillor; Chair, Devizes Area Board), Margaret Nightingale (DCAP Transport), Cllr Ray Parsons (Devizes TC, DCAP Treasurer), Laura Pictor (WfCAP), Doug Roseaman (Chair, DCAP Culture & Leisure), Cllr Rick Rowland (Roundway PC; Chair, DCAP Housing), Tony Sedgwick (Trust for Devizes; Chair, DCAP Transport), Cllr Paula Winchcombe (Devizes TC, DCAP Vice Chairman, Chair DCAP Health & Social Care), Cllr Albert Wooldridge (Roundway PC), Noël Woolrych (Chair, DCAP Crime & Community Safety), Lewis Cowen (Gazette & Herald), Beth Hutton (DCAP Administrator).
1 Apologies were received from Mike Franklin, Cllr Roger Giraud-Saunders, Richard Harris, Cllr Colin Osborn, Maggie Rae, Richard Rogers, Cllr Chris Saunders, Sgt. Ian Thomas, Lynda Wearn & Gt Cheverell PC
2 The minutes of the meeting & AGM held on 6th June 2011 were signed by the Chairman as a true record.
3 There were no declarations of interest.
4 The Wiltshire Compact

Peter Baxter (Independent Chair of The Wiltshire Compact) spoke about its purpose and its current consultation. Compacts are agreements between government (both locally and nationally) and the voluntary sector. Wiltshire has had a Compact since 1998.
“The Compact sets out a framework within which positive, effective, working relationships can be developed by:
· Recognising and building on those things we already do well together;
· Setting standards and making clear commitments about the ways we will work with each other;
· Creating an environment of mutual trust and respect which allows us to take full advantage of new opportunities for partnership working.”
Building on the vision of “People, Places and Promises – the Wiltshire Community Plan 2011-2026”, the draft Compact outlines eight shared principles, before listing five promises, those being:
· We will work together to make the most efficient and effective use of our available funding resources to deliver the best outcomes for the people of Wiltshire;

· We will work together as partners to build stronger and more resilient communities;

· We will work together for, and with, the people of Wiltshire, listening to, talking with and involving as many as practicable in shaping and reviewing outcomes for our communities and service users;

· We will promote, support and encourage the work of community groups and volunteering in Wiltshire;

· We will recognise and promote the importance of equality, diversity and human rights to ensure an inclusive approach in the creation of stronger, more resilient communities.

The draft Compact can be viewed at www.thewiltshirecompact.org.uk. Comments are invited before 30th September 2011.

Cllr Bryant asked what authority the document would have. Peter Baxter replied that although there could be judicial review if necessary it was in the interest of all parties to be seen to be keeping promises made.
5 Community Area Plan Consultation results
Andrew Jack circulated data which had been obtained through the analysis of the questionnaire returns. The written comments would need to be read and analysed separately. Nearly 3000 people had responded, giving confidence in the resulting data. Although very few teenagers or young adults responded, there was no straightforward formula for weighting the percentages to take this into account.
Doug Roseaman thanked Andrew Jack for the amount of work he had put in to collating the data and remarked that there needed to be a focus on aspects of dissatisfaction which had been raised by the public. Several people were keen to have access to the data for their particular parish, broken down by postcodes, particularly where new Parish Plans were being drawn up. Andrew Jack was in the process of organising this. For confidentiality reasons the original returns from the public would not be made available to parishes.
Cllr Mayes added her thanks for all the work that had taken place and wondered what the results would look like without the responses from retired people. She was pleased to see a correlation between the aspects needing attention and the priorities set by the Area Board. Cllr Winchcombe recognised that there would need to be a number of DCAP Steering Group meetings in the autumn to focus on the most important issues for the new Community Area Plan. It was stressed that the results needed to be used to create the basis for an effective community area plan. 
The results from the separate questionnaire for school pupils were still awaited, but Stephanie Davis explained that early indications showed an enjoyment of parks and countryside, an interest in historic buildings, a concern about litter, a desire for a wider range of shops and a need for more activities for teenagers. Youngsters had not specifically been asked about their mode of transport for getting to school, but Tony Sedgwick commented that this data was available, school by school, from Wiltshire Council.
Roger Chadwick asked Lewis Cowen for help in publicising the outcomes through the Gazette and Herald. Lewis Cowen replied that an initial article was imminent. After further analysis DCAP would issue a press release with an update.
6
Thematic Group & Parish Council Forum updates
The Parish Council Forum had appointed Cllr Paula Winchcombe as its Chair and Cllr Mervyn Woods as Vice-Chair. It was yet to nominate its six representatives to DCAP.

The Health & Social Care Forum would be meeting on 12th September and it was hoped that another meeting would take place in October with Maggie Rae present. The group would benefit from additional membership.
The Housing & Built Environment group, along with other groups, had submitted its reflections and recommendations on Wiltshire Council’s draft Core Strategy. Cllr Mayes commended Rick Rowland and the group for the quality of the submission.

The Culture & Leisure group was focusing on Wiltshire Council’s 13 – 19 year old strategy. It was also concerned about the provision of culture & leisure opportunities for those living in the villages. Work was also being done to ascertain the ownership of existing signs in Devizes, and the need for new ones. Cllr Mayes asked whether the Area Board would be asked for money towards this. Doug Roseaman confirmed that funding would be needed but hoped that some unitary money might also be available.
The Devizes Community Area Safety Committee would be meeting on September 14th.
The Transport group had responded to Wiltshire Council’s draft Core Strategy. Its view remained that there should be no further development in Devizes until traffic congestion and pollution had been reduced. There was a desire to see more people cycling and conversations were continuing with the Town Council about possible new cycle routes and cycle racks. The group was working with the Kennet Passenger Group to improvement bus information. Laura Pictor commented that Corsham CAP had gathered a lot of information about timetables and bus stops which could be useful to Devizes.
7
Area Board Update

Cllr Bryant reported that the Area Board had made its submission in response to Wiltshire Council’s draft Core Strategy. The main focus was to express the belief that further development should be deferred until a transport management system was in place.
The Area Board’s priorities for the coming year were: Supporting the creation of Neighbourhood Plans; the provision of a Skateboard / BMX park; to focus on health related issues needing improvement; the work the Traffic Group in tackling pollution and congestion; Health provision; & the need for low-cost housing for local people.

The next Area Board meeting would focus on the challenges of pollution caused by traffic pollution.
8
Partner Updates: Police

Noël Woolrych read out a report from Sgt. Ian Thomas who was unable to attend the meeting. The report is attached to these minutes.

Noël Woolrych added that Devizes Town Council had agreed to finance (until March 2012) the shortfall in funding for the Devizes CCTV system, resulting from Wiltshire Council withdrawing its financial support. £4,700 had already been pledged by local businesses and the longterm hope was that this would increase to meet the shortfall.

9
WfCAP update
Laura Pictor reported that WfCAP had appointed a new support worker, Dawn. They were currently visiting each of the CAPs. WfCAP was in the process of reviewing the focus of its work, with more emphasis on supporting the ongoing work of each CAP. A new website and new publicity would be launched, promoting the achievements of the CAPs.

Joint planning events shared by Area Boards and CAPs were being arranged during the autumn. These would be linked to the new JSA which would soon be produced.

10
Treasurer’s report
Cllr Ray Parsons reported that all of the payments relating to the consultation had been made and approximately £6000 remained in the DCAP account.

11
Date of next meeting: Monday 5th December 2011 at Browfort, Devizes.

AOB: Noël Woolrych reported that super-fast broadband was now available in Devizes.

The meeting closed at 7.10pm.

