DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP
Minutes of meeting (including AGM) held on Monday 6th June 2011
at 5.30pm at Browfort, Devizes
Present: Roger Chadwick (Chairman), Cllr Anthony Adamson (Bishops Cannings PC), Michael Braund (PHAB), Cllr Liz Bryant (Wiltshire Councillor), Stephanie Davis (Extended Schools Co-ordinator), Mr John & Mrs Chris Dexter (Local residents), Carolyn Gibson (Wiltshire Council, present for items 7a & 7b), Richard Harris (Integrated Youth Service, Wiltshire Council), Cllr Laura Mayes (Wiltshire Councillor; Chair, Devizes Area Board), Margaret Nightingale (DCAP Transport), Richard Rogers (WC - Community Area Manager), Doug Roseaman (Chair, DCAP Culture & Leisure), Cllr Rick Rowland (Roundway PC; Chair, DCAP Housing), Tony Sedgwick (Trust for Devizes; Chair, DCAP Transport), Cllr Pat Straw (Potterne PC), Sgt. Ian Thomas (Wiltshire Police), Cllr Paula Winchcombe (Devizes TC, DCAP Vice Chairman, Chair DCAP Health & Social Care), Cllr Albert Wooldridge (Roundway PC), Noël Woolrych (Chair, DCAP Crime & Community Safety), Beth Hutton (DCAP Administrator)

1 Election of Chairman: Mr Roger Chadwick was proposed by Mr Noël Woolrych, seconded by Cllr Paula Winchcombe, and duly appointed.
2 Election of Vice-Chairman: Cllr Paula Winchcombe was proposed by Mr Roger Chadwick, seconded by Mr Noël Woolrych, and duly appointed.

3 Election of Treasurer: Cllr Ray Parsons was proposed by Mr Roger Chadwick, seconded by Cllr Paula Winchcombe, and duly appointed.

4 Apologies were received from Cllrs Peter Allfrey, Chris Callow and Ray Parsons.

5 The minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2011 were signed by the Chairman as a true record.
6 There were no declarations of interest.

7 a) Wiltshire Council’s Core Strategy – A presentation was given by Carolyn Gibson.

The consultation period for the draft strategy would be 13th June to 8th August 2011. It would include a variety of policies, such as transport, housing & employment. During a public event on 11th July 2011 the various plans would be available to view, and WC officers available. A smaller display would continue in the library during the period of the consultation, and information available on the WC website. Carolyn Gibson confirmed that DCAP, as a Partnership would be welcome to comment on the draft Strategy. Roger Chadwick  commented and the partnership agreed that the Housing group was the natural group to take the lead in this response.

Of 2100 new homes planned for the Devizes Community Area in 2006-2026, 945 had already been built. Over 400 more had planning permission, leaving another 770 to be located (550 of which would be in the town itself). Through consultation it was hoped that ‘windfall’ sties could be identified rather than developing large sites.
Cllr Adamson asked about the level of communication between WC and Bishops Cannings PC about proposed development in that parish. Carolyn Gibson confirmed that all Councils would be consulted and kept up to date with information. Cllr Winchcombe hoped that the event in the Corn Exchange would be well publicised, and that all parishes would be informed, not just those affected by proposed housing.
Tony Sedgwick observed that the draft strategy gave little information about infrastructure such as schools and medical facilities. Carolyn Gibson confirmed that service providers had been consulted. The need to update water and sewage services had been recognised, along with the need for new schools and the replacement of the ambulance station.

On transport matters Margaret Nightingale spoke of the importance of new cycling and walking routes for new developments, and Michael Braund added that there had already been cuts in public transport. There were drawbacks to the ‘Connect 2’ bus, due to the limits of the booking service.
Carolyn Gibson also referred to the Bill going through Parliament about Neighbourhood Planning. Once the Core Strategy was in place, neighbourhood plans (created by individual parishes or clusters of parishes) could add local detail, e.g. identify specific locations suitable for development and name those the public wish to see kept as green spaces / play areas. Cllr Adamson mentioned the difficulties of designating Crown land as recreational areas due to ancient leases.
Cllr Wooldridge spoke of the need for retail outlets to be positioned near housing developments to lessen the impact of local traffic driving into the town centre. Carolyn Gibson wondered whether the Horton Road employment park could include a retail outlet, even though this wasn’t currently planned.
b) Air Quality Monitoring

Tony Sedgwick reported that results from the monitoring points around the town indicated that there were seven locations in Devizes where air pollution was above the legal limit in 2010, compared with one in 2009. The whole town would now need to become an Air Quality Management Zone. There was a legal requirement to address the situation, however there were no current plans to do so. Idle traffic was known to be a greater pollutant than moving traffic. The Department of Transport had predicted a 25% increase in traffic density by 2026. He also reported that three of the largest employers in Devizes (NHS, Police and Wiltshire Council) had not responded to his request to send a copy of their ‘green’ travel plans to the DCAP Transport group. Major employers needed to take greater responsibility.
There was growing concern about the knock-on effect on health. Cllr Winchcombe noted that Maggie Rae had produced statistics in the past, mentioning several links between air pollution and ill health, but this had not specifically mentioned respiratory difficulties. Further information was needed.
Roger Chadwick commented that traffic flowed better during school holidays due to less cars on the roads and less use of pedestrian crossings. Stephanie Davis added that the reduction was also due to parents choosing to take time off work during school holidays.
Carolyn Gibson commented that plans to address congestion at the corner by Roses had been rejected, but could be revisited. Although Tony Sedgwick pointed out that non of the alterations proposed actually increased traffic flow and were therefore of no benefit. Carolyn Gibson commented that it was still possible to influence Core Strategy policies over the coming months.

c) Campus Development

Cllr Mayes reported that Stuart Wheeler, a WC Cabinet member, had given a presentation at the recent Area Board meeting about the gradual consolidation and rationalisation of buildings used by Wiltshire Council. Some of its 98 buildings were being used by too few people and all needed arrangements for security. WC was seeking to combine several services under one roof, and was trialling this in eight towns. Money saved by doing this would be available for community hubs.
Doug Roseaman expressed concern that in some towns, the consultation had not been widespread enough, and suggested awareness of the issues before any similar venture was proposed for the Devizes area.

8
Feedback from the Area Board

a) Cllr Mayes said that the results of the DCAP consultation were eagerly awaited, as this would have particular value for appropriate input into the Core Strategy.

b) She also further encouraged DCAP to submit its own reflections and suggestions on the Core Strategy.

c) The need for a skate park was to be revisited, exploring new potential sites. Cllr Burton was the Area Board representative for this initiative. Professional advice would be taken. Sgt. Ian Thomas commented that a skate park would be beneficial to the young people of the town, but it was important to find the most appropriate location (not too close to residential areas).

9
DCAP Community Area Plan Consultation
To date, over 2000 responses had been received from about 11,500 distributed. A large percentage of respondents were female, aged over 50, with a significant response from the villages. Given the large number of responses the inputting of data would take a while, but initial findings and broad trends would be reported to the Area Board at its meeting in July. Online analysis of the data would be able to distinguish profile information such as age, gender and postcode to help understand how representative the answers were.
Stephanie Davis reported that there had been an almost 100% response rate from the schools to the questionnaire created for pupils. These were currently being analysed.

10
Thematic Group updates
The Health & Social Care Forum had not been able to meet, but the concern about air quality would be high on the agenda for its next meeting.

The Parish Council Forum had come to the end of a positive pilot year and terms of reference were being finalised to formalise this Forum for the future. Cllr Winchcombe asked the meeting to approve representation from six Parish Council Forum members at all future DCAP meetings. This was carried.

The Culture & Leisure group had met on 3rd June and had discussed a variety of topics including funding issues and the revision of WC’s 13 – 19 year old strategy.
The Housing & Built Environment group had focussed on issues emerging from the Core Strategy. Whilst there was agreement in principle with the proposed numbers for new housing, it came with the caveat that the pollution problems must be addressed first.

Concerns about the lack of affordable housing were also discussed.

The Devizes Community Area Safety Committee was due to meet on June 15th. A meeting was also due to be held with local businesses to discuss the issues of funding CCTV.

The Transport group was continuing to discuss and explore possible cycling routes around the town in advance of the move of St. Peter’s School to a new site. These routes could include the towpath. Unfortunately Quakers Walk could not be promoted as part of a cycle route as it was currently only classed as a footpath.
Attention was drawn to the recent mugging on the towpath, and concern expressed that the towpath was being portrayed as an unsafe area by the press. Roger Chadwick wondered whether DCAP could facilitate a joint approach to the media by DCASC and the Police to raise awareness about safety and about the generally low crime figures in Devizes. Sgt. Thomas added that antisocial behaviour needed to be seen in context and not blown out of proportion.
The Economy group was in urgent need of a new Chairman since the departure of Mitch Roberts. It would be useful to find somebody who could promote the use of high-speed broadband and give full attention to the tourism opportunities of the local area.

11
Partner Updates
Police

a) Sgt. Ian Thomas reported recent staffing changes: Insp. Andy Noble had been succeeded by Insp. Ron Peach. Sgt. Andy Peach had been succeeded by Sgt. Mark Gale. Pc Gemma Rutter had been succeeded by Pc Gareth Milnes. The notable experience being brought to the sector through these new appointments was encouraging.

b) County wide, the priorities for the coming year were:

i) Reduce violent crime

ii) Tackle the people who cause the most harm in our communities 

iii) Reduce antisocial behaviour and associated local crime 

iv) Deliver sustainable policing

Detection rates were much improved on this time last year.

c) As part of the ‘Big Society’, the ‘Street-Watch’ scheme was being rolled out to enable and encourage local people to take ownership for their local spaces as a visible presence. The scheme was fully regulated, with a constitution, risk assessments, and insurance. For further information see www.street-watch.co.uk. Following questions, Sgt. Thomas confirmed that this did not replace Neighbourhood Watch. Nor did it have a particular link with the ‘Local Resolution’ strategy.
Youth services

Richard Harris reported that Wiltshire Council was currently consulting on the review of its 13 – 19 year old strategy. Further details are on the WC website: http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/community/commissioning_strategy_for_young_people?tab=files
12
WfCAP update
Doug Roseaman reported that a new index of multiple deprivation had been published. Wiltshire had an increased number of areas of deprivations and they were worryingly moving higher up the scale.
13
Treasurer’s report
In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chairman reported that most of the current balance had been designated for the ongoing consultation. Funding for the coming year had now been agreed with the Area Board. Doug Roseaman added that there was a balance of £700 from the Devizes Development Partnership. There were also ongoing discussions about the ownership of signs before a replacement board could be ordered for Roundway Hill.
14
Date of next meeting: Monday 5th September 2011 at Browfort, Devizes.
15
AOB: The Chairman had been invited to a ‘Big Society’ Forum on 10th June. This would be attended by the Government Minister for Civil Society and the MP for Devizes.
