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DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP

PARISH COUNCIL FORUM

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 20th September 2011 at 6.30pm
at Browfort, Devizes

1
Present: Cllrs Paula Winchcombe (Devizes, in the Chair), Tony Adamson (Bishops Cannings), Chris Callow (Roundway), Chris Saunders (Easterton), Pat Straw (Potterne), Mervyn Woods (Etchilhampton); Peter Baxter (Clerk, West Lavington), Richard Rogers (Community Area Manager), Beth Hutton (DCAP Administrator).
2 Apologies: Cllrs Peter Allfrey, Laura Mayes & Albert Wooldridge

3 Declarations of interest: Cllr Winchcombe indicated that she had been part of the steering group for the DCAP consultation.

4 The minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2011 were signed as a true record.

5 There was no advice of additional items, other than noting that Wiltshire Police had a new non-emergency number: 101.

6 Update from Area Board – Richard Rogers reported the following items:

a) At the meeting on October 3rd Area Board Members would be initiating a scheme which would enable parishes or organisations to apply for small grants for use in organising events to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. The application form would be simple to complete. Peter Baxter added that there would need to be clear constitutional guidelines if Parish Councils applied for grants on behalf of other local groups.

b) The January 2012 Area Board meeting would focus on the needs young people, including the opportunity for them to take part in a participatory budgeting event, submitting applications for funding for their own projects.
c) There was the possibility of the Area Board purchasing a mobile skatepark with a neighbouring Area Board if there was enough demand. Parish Councils were asked to advise the Area Board if they would be interested in using such a skatepark for a small charge if it was purchased.

d) The Area Board would be organising a Community forward-planning event with DCAP and other stakeholders (most likely just before or just after Christmas). Similar events would be taking place in other Community Areas.

e) There was a general reflection that the Parish Council Forum needed to be ‘owned’ by Parish / Town Councils, rather than being influenced by the Area Board. In order to represent parish councils effectively as a forum it would be useful to receive contributions for agenda items.
f) Peter Baxter suggested that Parish Clerks could meet together from time to time, for networking and information gathering. Some newer clerks were in need of general information; others may need to broaden their understanding of a particular topic (e.g. Localism). A discussion followed about the most beneficial way of doing this without adding to the workload of clerks, and acknowledging that some clerks have more experience than others. It was agreed that the PCF would contact each of the clerks, asking for their views on what would be beneficial to them.

7 Parish Matters to raise with the Area Board
a)
The Parish Council Forum wished to ask the Area Board to obtain answers from Wiltshire Council about the source of data in the draft Core Strategy as there were a number of inaccuracies (e.g. reference to a river in Devizes, pubs in Etchilhampton and a far higher number of planning applications in Etchilhampton than the reality), which may have led to a misinterpretation of the wider picture. There was a feeling that decisions based on inaccurate data that had been collated centrally did not enable a positive example of Localism.

Clarification was also sought about the timeframe of the legalisation of the Strategy and opportunities to make further comments on subsequent revisions.

b) There was a discussion about the difficulties of maintaining local footpaths and rights of way. There appeared to be little financial support from Wiltshire Council, meaning that the responsibility was falling to Parish Councils and volunteers. There needed to be clear guidance on how Parish Councils should approach path maintenance, and on insurance cover for those carrying out such work.

Richard Rogers commented that the Area Board was taking a strategic look at footpaths, particularly keeping in mind opportunities for creating cycle routes between villages and the town. Cllr Callow added that discussions were also taking place with British Waterways and other partners.

It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the next PCF meeting, rather than requesting the Area Board’s direct involvement at this stage. Parishes would be encouraged to bring their ideas and share best practice.

8 Devizes Community Area Partnership Consultation results

Nearly 3000 responses had been received from the public and the overall collated data was now available (and attached to these minutes). Andrew Jack (Wiltshire Council) could provide a breakdown of data, parish by parish, where requested. This would be of particular benefit to those updating Parish Plans.

Following on from the discussion (item 7b) about the maintenance of footpaths, it was highlighted that the majority of respondents were happy with rights of way, but some had issues with signage and litter.

9 PCF Terms of Reference & Nominations to Devizes Community Area Partnership

It was agreed that papers for PCF meetings would be made available at least three working days ahead of a meeting.

The following were appointed as PCF representatives at DCAP meetings: Cllrs Adamson, Callow, Saunders, Straw & Woods. Each was proposed by Cllr Winchcombe and seconded by Peter Baxter. There remained one vacancy.

10 Date of next meeting: 1st November 2011 at 6.30pm at Browfort (Council Chamber).
11 AOB
Cllr Woods asked if there was any update on the future of tourist information outlets and accompanied change in signage. Richard Rogers confirmed that there would be a presentation at the Area Board meeting on 3rd October.
The meeting closed at 7.58pm.
